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Be The Son on Earth That the Father Lost on The Cross  
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If I were the only one! If I were the only one on earth who needed to be saved, God’s love is such that Christ 

would have been sent and died for me alone. He would have gone to the cross just as willingly for me alone as 

He did for the many. Such is the apologetics saying found in today’s pop theology, though the reality is 

inconceivable in that all have sinned (Rom 3:23) and Christ died for the many (2 Cor 5:15). Yet, there is a great deal of 

truth in the former. 

I need to fully grasp down deep in the depths of my being that this God, who is Love (1 Jn 5:8) and infinite in the 

perfection of true love, sent His Son to die for me (Jn 3:16). He desires that my life’s journey takes me to where I 

can acquiesce to the fullness of that Love, and such is our destiny. What a wonderful thought! And how true! 

Though we may not reach that point in our lives on earth, our destiny as children of God is that we will see Him 

face to face (1 Cor 13:12). 

In saying that I need to come to the point of realizing in the depths of my being that Christ died for me, I come to 

the shocking realization that I am responsible for the death of the Son of God! (Pause and let that soak in for a minute.) 

There is a popular story I have heard circulated about sin and the responsibility for reparation. Maybe you have 

heard it before. Some boys are playing ball in their own back yard when one of them hits the ball over the fence 

and breaks the neighbor’s window. The boy was clearly at fault and owned up to his crime when the neighbor 

came out to investigate. He apologized and the neighbor, recalling his own boyhood exuberance, graciously 

offered forgiveness there on the spot. But wait, yes, the relationship was restored between these two 

neighbors, but the window was still broken! The boy was still responsible for the repair of the window. 

Translate that little story in the light of the previous revelation, that I am responsible for the death of the Son of 

God. In God’s gracious mercy, I am forgiven, but I’m still responsible. How then do I proceed to repair the 

damage? 

Pardon my use of another parable. What if I, a wealthy business owner, had a worker who was the only son of 

elderly parents who loved him deeply and relied on him for support. One day, in the performance of the work he 

did for me, there was an accident and he died. (Imagine this occurred in the days prior to OSHA and law suits.) Perhaps the 

accident occurred due to work-place safety negligence or some other preventable cause. This family had been 

good friends with me for years. In their good-heartedness and love for me, they tried their best to forgive me as 

I lavished my sorrow and condolence for the loss of their only child. Their lives changed immeasurably; mine, 

too. I would feel the deep remorse and offer whatever assistance I could to ease their pain, not just for now, but 

for the rest of their lives. If my heart could grasp the depth of my own remorse and the deep cry of their 

mourning hearts, I would become as a son to them and look after their needs with greater affection than ever. 

Apply that to the Father whose Son I am responsible for destroying! Is it not an appropriate course of action to 

live a life of reparation? Is that not our Christian/ Franciscan call? To become the Son on earth that the Father 

lost on the cross? The Son whose death I am responsible for? Yes! We as disciples are called to be little Christs; 

although we are often foiled by our own personal limitations, as well as being prone to getting tripped up by the 

snares of the devil. To counter our failings, we train our hearts to persevere through penance, good works, 

frequent exposure to the healing and spiritual nourishment of the sacraments and join in the gatherings of the 

brothers and sisters (Heb 10:25). 

Sursum Corda! 
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